
Planet Earth
Topic 1 - Minerals



Minerals

● Rocks are made up of different pure 
materials, called minerals

● Minerals can be elements or compounds



Moh’s Hardness Scale



Identifying Minerals

● We have to use all the info we can gather 
to identify minerals

● To identify minerals we use: Crystal 
structure, lustre, hardness, colour, streak, 
cleavage and fracture



Crystal

● The shape of the mineral
● 6 major systems of crystal structure - pg 
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Lustre

● How shiny a mineral is
● Judged as dull, metallic or non metallic



Colour

● Often the least important in identifying 
minerals



Streak

● When rubbing a mineral against a 
porcelain tile it leaves a coloured streak

● Only works on minerals with a hardness 
of less than 7



Cleavage and Fracture

● If a mineral breaks into smooth, flat 
pieces it has cleavage

● If it breaks into rough jagged pieces, it 
has fracture



Questions
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